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John 20:19-31 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 
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The Purpose of This Book 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

 

“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week…” (John 20:19) 

 

We mark time, days, weeks, even hours with circles. How long does it take the earth to 

circle the sun? How long does it take for a point on the earth to rotate through light 

and darkness and come full circle back to light? How long does it take the hour and 

minute hands on a clock to move from the twelve and come full circle back to the 

twelve? One of the most recognizable circles in the world is Big Ben. Though the clock 

and the tower are officially known as the Clock Tower, or Elizabeth Tower. Big Ben is 

actually the name of the largest of the bells in the Clock Tower. It tolls the hour every 

hour of the day and night as the hour hand makes its circle. Smaller bells chime at a 

quarter past, half past, and a quarter to, as the minute hand makes its circle. Big Ben 

has been ringing 157 years, even though it has a crack in it. The original hammer was 

too big, and it cracked the bell. A new hammer was fashioned from a part of the bell 

itself, right where the crack occurred. Then, the bell was given a one-eighth turn, or 7 

½ minutes along its circumference, so that the hammer would strike the bell in a new 

location. During WWII, on June 3, 1941, the clock completely stopped. The clock tower 

was being repaired from a bombing when a repairman dropped his own hammer 

down into the works. The clock did not run from 10:13 that night until 10:13 the next 

morning. 

 

That’s twelve hours. The amount of time it takes for the hour hand and the minute 

hand to start at the same place and end at the same place after coming full circle. 

And full circle is where John has brought us in his Gospel when we come to these 

words, “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week.” John’s Gospel begins at 

the beginning of time. The first day of the first week. In John 1:1 it says, “In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” The 
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Word. That is, Jesus Christ. Through Jesus, all things were created by God. Because 

Jesus is God. That’s what John is saying in John 1:3, and that’s what Jesus reveals 

throughout His earthly life. And now on Easter, God was again creating through Jesus. 

God had created humanity in the beginning, breathing into Adam the breath of life. 

Now Jesus was creating the church on Easter evening by breathing into His disciples 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

But one disciple was missing. Thomas was not there as the disciples gathered that 

Sunday. And that posed a challenge for the new church. It still poses a challenge to 

the church today. There are those who cannot be with us on Sunday. That includes 

not just our shut-ins. That includes those who must work on Sunday. That’s a growing 

number. Especially in urban congregations like ours. Kansas City is a big city, and it runs 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. So, there are all sorts of jobs that have to be done 

even on Sundays. And in a tough economy like this, folks cannot always be choosy 

about the jobs they take. These facts raise some questions. “What can we do to more 

effectively minister to those who cannot be with us on Sunday?” “How can we extend 

to them the fellowship and forgiveness of sins that we enjoy in the Lord’s Supper?” 

“How might we use the technology that is available?” Certainly, we would not turn our 

backs on them or merely throw away our relationships with them. Would we? 

 

Just as the first disciples would not have done that to Thomas… but at some point the 

disciples would have to move on. They could not remain locked up in that room in 

Jerusalem indefinitely. Could they? They would have to move on with the work of 

making new disciples. But what about the old disciples, like Thomas? Would they throw 

away the fellowship they had shared with Thomas?  

 

Not throwing things away was what many folks learned from the Great Depression. 

Glass jars were not thrown away when you emptied them. No, you used them to can 

jelly. So what if the lids weren’t the right kind? You sealed the jelly with wax. Plastic 

containers from margarine weren’t thrown away either. Who needed to buy 

Tupperware when you could reuse those plastic containers to store leftovers? Leftovers 

would never be thrown away. Grease or cooking oil leftover from frying French fries or 

bacon – you wouldn’t throw that away. You’d pour it into a can that had a device to 

sift off the food particles, so that only oil would go down in the bottom. You would 
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reuse that oil for cooking. Reusing and recycling was a moral issue. It was simply wrong 

to just throw something away.  

 

The source of that thinking, that wisdom is revealed in the Garden of Eden. When 

Adam and Eve sinned, they could have been thrown away. God could have started 

over. But He did not throw them away. He had a plan. When the fullness of time came, 

when time came full circle, God sent His Son to be the second Adam to obey Him 

perfectly in our place. To die in our place to assure us that God will not merely throw us 

away. Especially when God did not merely throw away Jesus’ body. But instead went 

back to creating again. Full circle. As God created Adam’s body… not from nothing…  

but from the dust of the ground, so God created Jesus’ new resurrection body not 

from nothing but from Jesus’ body that had died. Jesus’ body with scars… the body 

that Thomas saw. God took that body and refashioned it. Just like they took the old, 

cracked, Big Ben bell and refashioned it. They didn’t throw it away. They refashioned it. 

So it was with Jesus’ striped, pierced, dead body. God refashioned it into Jesus’ 

resurrection body, just as He will do with your body. He won’t throw it away, nor will he 

throw away this earth on the Last Day. God will refashion this earth. As when your 

mother would not throw away jars or bacon drippings, God won’t throw this earth 

away. 

 

Nor did He let that happen to Thomas. When time came full circle… when a whole 

week had passed, and it was now Sunday again, Jesus returned for Thomas’ sake. 

Jesus showed Thomas His striped and pierced and now refashioned resurrection body. 

And Thomas’ response brings us back full circle to the beginning of John’s Gospel. 

Where John says Jesus is God. But nowhere after throughout the entire Gospel of John 

does anyone come up to Jesus and say, “You are God,” until right now at this point at 

the end of John’s Gospel, Thomas, unbelieving Thomas, says to Jesus, “My Lord and 

my God.” Again Jesus had created. He created faith inside Thomas’ heart. Not from 

nothing. But from all that Thomas had already learned from Jesus and from all that 

Thomas had already seen, together with now seeing Jesus alive again, Jesus 

refashioned a faith inside of Thomas.  
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That’s what this good news of Jesus’ resurrection enables us to do. To create. To be 

creative. In regard to those of our members who cannot be with us on Sunday, to 

approach that challenge creatively! Not that we have to invent the wheel. Or work 

from nothing. Perhaps the necessary tools are already in our hands. God – our Creator 

– would help us to use the tools we already have. Because this is what Jesus wants 

also. That not one of us be thrown away.   

 

Amen 

 


